
Legacy United? The Legacy of London’s Olympic Venues 
 
Responses to the recommendations set out in the London Assembly’s Economic 
Development, Culture, Sport and Tourism Committee’s report, Legacy United? The Legacy 
of London’s Olympic Venues. 
 
Recommendation 1 
After 2012 the Olympic Stadium must be used frequently by a high number of visitors, and 
operate without the need for ongoing public subsidy.  In a response to the Committee by the 
end of January 2011 the Mayor and the Olympic Park Legacy Company should set out how 
the choices being made about the future operator(s) of the stadium will guarantee this 
happens. 
 
Response 
As a Founder Member of the Olympic Park Legacy Company (OPLC), alongside 
Government, I have agreed with OPLC, five objectives for securing the best long-term use 
of the Olympic Stadium. These are rooted in our shared policy commitments to deliver a 
sustainable and viable legacy from the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. These 
objectives are contained in Mayoral Decision MD637, published on the GLA website on 30 
August 2010. They form the basis against which the shortlisted bids have been assessed in 
delivering the best solution to secure a viable, long-term stadium legacy. 
 
 
Recommendation 2 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company must ensure the media centre provides a large number 
of skilled jobs after 2012.  Proposals from any industry should be considered, on the 
condition that they offer this employment legacy.  Alongside this, the OPLC should continue 
to pursue discussions with potential tenants from the creative industries and related sectors, 
without setting an arbitrary deadline for this activity.  In a response to the Committee by the 
end of January 2011 the Mayor and the OPLC should set out how choices being made 
about the future tenants of the media centre will guarantee its employment legacy, and how 
the OPLC will work to promote the media centre to the creative industries. 
 
Response 
I am committed to the media centre becoming a long-term centre for employment at the 
heart of a vibrant new district that will be created in the north-west of the Park. This will 
bring much needed jobs and opportunities to east London after the 2012 Games. I fully 
support the market testing exercise that the OPLC has initiated to secure long-term 
employment legacy uses for the media centre. They have also done a tremendous job in 
working with LB Hackney and Think London to reach out to the creative community to see 
what they have to offer, and continue to engage with organisations to promote interest in 
securing legacy uses for the buildings.  
 
OPLC is reviewing the results of their market testing exercise, which I understand has 
generated an excellent response internationally from a range of sectors. I am confident that 
this will enable the company to secure legacy uses with the vision and capability to become 
effective employment drivers for the area. 
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Recommendation 3 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company needs to secure investment in adapting the media 
centre for legacy use and in enhancing transport connectivity.  We recommend that any 
modest public sector contribution to this should come from the ODA’s transformation 
budget, and if required from remaining contingency funds in the Olympic budget, in the 
event that this money is available.  We ask the Mayor to respond to this proposal by the 
end of January 2011 and set out initial estimates of funding requirements for this 
investment. 
 
Response 
The extent of any funding requirement (if necessary) for adapting the media centre, 
particularly for the International Broadcast Centre, for legacy uses will depend on the final 
legacy scheme. It would be premature to prejudge the outcome of a process to secure the 
legacy for the media centre or any transformation requirements, before the process has 
even commenced.  
 
From the market testing findings, I have been informed that it has become even more 
apparent that the need for a high quality, low cost or even free, shuttle bus is required as 
well as enhanced routes through to Hackney Wick station. 
 
 



Recommendation 4 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company should include obligations to guarantee community 
access in any agreements with future venue operators.  It should also ensure that 
physical layout and branding supports community access to the venues, alongside 
public transport improvements discussed in Recommendation 3 (enhancing transport 
connectivity).  In a response to the Committee by the end of April 2011 the Mayor and 
the OPLC should set out how they intend to implement these measures, and clarify the 
extent to which they remain committed to the goal of 90 per cent community usage of 
sporting facilities. 
 
Response  
My Sports Commissioner and I are committed to doing everything we can to work with 
the OPLC to maximise community use of the Park and its facilities. By July 2011, the 
OPLC will agree its Sport and Healthy Living policy with the boroughs and other 
stakeholders, which will balance the role of the Park as an important London visitor 
destination with its status as an important community asset. I am confident that 
through working with the boroughs and other partners, the OPLC will encourage 
community use of the venues by local people, clubs and organisations. 
 
 
Recommendation 5 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company should set long-term targets for the employment of 
local residents, previously unemployed people and apprentices at the 2012 venues, and 
include obligations to implement these in any agreements with venue operators.  The 
OPLC should also identify training needs for local people to compete for jobs on the 
Olympic Park, work with funders and providers to ensure these are met, and oblige 
venue operators to participate in skills initiatives.  In a response to the Committee by 
the end of April 2011 the Mayor and the OPLC should set out how they intend to 
implement these measures. 
 
Response 
I am committed to transforming the skills and jobs prospects of Londoners, and 
particularly residents of the Host Boroughs as a result of the Games, which is why I 
lobbied to get a fair deal from Government to safeguard funding to boost skills and 
employment opportunities before, during and after the Games.  
 
Working with our partners we have already helped thousands of Londoners into work or 
training associated with London 2012.  I am confident that we can achieve even more 
with the OPLC and other partners such as Westfield to deliver training that will enable 
local people to take advantage of the retail, leisure, hospitality and catering 
opportunities that will be created on the Olympic Park, as well as at Stratford City.  
 
The OPLC is also committed to delivering benefits for local people, whilst providing 
venues that are commercially sustainable and require little or no ongoing public subsidy. 
We are already seeing this commitment in action through the socio-economic 
considerations (including employment) that have been built into the specifications for 
the ArcelorMittal Orbit, the Aquatics Centre, the Multi-Use Arena and the Estates and 
Facilities Management contract. In addition, the procurement processes associated with 
these operations will specifically assess bidders’ approaches to generating ‘targeted’ 
employment, training and apprenticeship opportunities.  
 



I will also work to ensure that the DWP Work Programme providers operating across 
London are effectively engaged with the work of the OPLC. The six successful Prime 
Contractors announced across the East and West Contract Package Areas in London will 
all have a role in providing job ready candidates for opportunities generated by the 
OPLC. The Single Work Programme will be a valuable additional resource to the 
programmes of activity underway across the Host Boroughs and pan-London through 
the Construction Employer Accord and the Legacy 2012 project. The pan-London 
nature of the Work Programme and its contractual longevity will also help to ensure that 
Londoners from across the capital will be able to benefit from the legacy of the Games. 
 
The GLA will seek dialogue with the Prime Contractors to ensure that relationships with 
the OPLC are effective and that they maximise the support available. 
 
 
Recommendation 6 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company should implement procurement initiatives that 
support local businesses to win contracts at the Olympic Park, including the use of 
CompeteFor to all post-2012 tender opportunities at the park.  Agreements with venue 
operators should oblige them to participate in these initiatives.  The OPLC should also 
explore the potential for social enterprises and community-owned organisations to 
provide goods and services at the Olympic Park or become involved in managing the 
venues.  In a response to the Committee by the end of April 2011 the Mayor and the 
OPLC should set out how they plan to achieve these goals. 
 
Response 
Ensuring London businesses and SMEs in particular have access public sector contracts 
forms a key part of my Economic Recovery Action Plan (ERAP). CompeteFor has formed 
a key part of this plan, and contracts from ODA and LOCOG have been a catalyst for 
driving up the number of business opportunities on the system.  Through ERAP and the 
City Charter I have championed CompeteFor’s growth, with the GLA Group, Crossrail 
and a number of London boroughs now using the system both for their own contracts, 
and those of their major contractors. The GLA Group alone has advertised over 900 
contract and subcontract opportunities through the system. I expect the OPLC to openly 
advertise its contracts on-line, and require its majors to do the same with subcontracts 
to make these opportunities more accessible to SMEs.  
 
More widely my Responsible Procurement programme has worked to identify and 
remove where possible barriers to small and local businesses bidding for public sector 
contracts. This includes not just improving the visibility of contract opportunities, but 
also streamlining processes wherever possible and ensuring small businesses that do win 
contracts are paid within ten working days. Around ninety percent of small businesses 
supplying GLA Group are paid within 10 working days. 
 
Major projects such as Crossrail and the East London line extension have included 
innovative contractual requirements and evaluation criteria to ensure bidders develop 
clear plans for proactively engaging local businesses, social enterprises and community 
owned organisations in sub-contract opportunities. I expect the OPLC to adopt a similar 
approach in its procurement activity, as we move towards its being reformed as a 
Mayoral Development Corporation and becoming part of the GLA Group. 
 
 
 



Recommendation 7 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company or any successor body should have a clear remit and 
long-term funding for its programmes.  After 2012 it should exercise ongoing oversight 
of agreements with venue operators, and ensure the strategic co-ordination of activity 
and development across the whole Olympic Park.  In a response to the Committee by 
the end of April 2011 the Mayor should set out his plans for the remit and funding of 
the OPLC, for strategic co-ordination of the park, and for oversight of agreements. 
 
Response 
In my proposals for the Olympic Park Legacy Corporation, which I published on 7 
February 2011, I make clear my expectation that the new body should take over the 
assets and responsibilities of the existing Olympic Park Legacy Company (OPLC), and 
also take on some programmes and assets of other agencies currently working in the 
area. This would give the Corporation responsibility for driving regeneration in the 
Olympic Park and surrounding area, and empower it to co-ordinate development 
between the Olympic Park estate and major publicly owned development projects that 
are situated alongside it. 
 
I propose that the Corporation should become the planning authority for the area and 
intend for it to be established by 1 April 2012. Until then, the OPLC will continue to be 
responsible for securing the long-term future of the Olympic site, maximising the legacy 
from the Games inheritance, and for overall estate management. 
 
We have been able to secure a funding package for the OPLC of £290m over this 
Spending Review period, which enables the OPLC to put all the necessary infrastructure 
for the early stages of development into the Park. This is an exceptionally good 
settlement in the context of a very tough spending round, which allows the OPLC to get 
on with the task of securing operators for the stadium and venues.  We are seeing more 
and more interest from private sector investors from around the world that want to find 
a home in the Park. This type and scale of private investment has never been seen 
before in this part of east London and is a testament to the good work the OPLC is 
undertaking to promote an exciting long-term vision for the Park and the surrounding 
area. 
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